
Report on re-thatching at 19 Long Lane, Fradley 

 
Lichfield District Council are assisting with the re-thatching of 19 Long Lane, Fradley 
through Historic Buildings Grant Scheme. A grant was approved in April 2019 towards 
the total cost of the works.  
 
The property is a timber framed Grade 2 listed building dating to the 17th Century, with 
later alterations and additions. The works were deemed a “like for like” repair, and 
Listed Building Consent was not needed. 

 
Fig. 1: The condition of the thatch 
prior to the works being carried out. 
 
The roof which is thatched with 
water reeds was in need of total 
replacement, having last been 
thatched in 1983 by David Wood.  
 
The works started at the end of 
June 2019 with David Wood of 
Handsacre again carrying out the 
works. Based in Handsacre, Near 
Rugeley in Staffordshire, David has 
been thatching for 41 years and has 
had his own business since 1983.  
David started thatching straight 
after leaving school, beginning a 
seven year apprenticeship with 
Derbyshire Master Thatcher, 
George Mellor.    As a member and 
Chairman of The North of England 
& Scotland Master Thatchers 
Association, David works hard to 
ensure a high quality and standard 
of workmanship. 
 
Fig 2: Thatching underway on the 
front elevation of the property (5th 
July 2019) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LDC Conservation staff have visited the works and inspected the works being carried 
out. The works are being carried out to a very high standard and will ensure the 
continued use of a designated heritage asset. 

 

 
Fig 3: (left) showing the condition of the old thatch and Fig 4: (right) showing the 
thatching in progress allowing a view of the method of construction. 

 
Fig 5: The raw materials. Bundles of water reed 
on the scaffolding awaiting use on the front 
elevation of the roof. 
 
The LDC conservation team acknowledge the 
co-operation of the owners of the property in 
allowing site visits and David Wood for 
imparting valuable information on the history 
and development of thatching to both 
conservation and planning staff. 
 
The works are due to be completed (weather 
permitting) in August. 
 
The grant has helped to promote a traditional 
skill, preserve a nationally listed building and 
helped support local residents and businesses. 
 
 

 



 
 
Fig 6: (above) The front elevation of the property prior to the addition of the ridge (25th 
July 2019). 

 
Fig 7: Detail view of one of the “eyebrow” 
dormers to the front elevation prior to the 
final dressing (25th July 2019). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Edward Higgins 
Conservation and Design Officer 
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