
 
 
Planning Applications: 
Primary School, Fradley, 20/01439/REMM 
Infill Housing, Fradley, 20/01443/REMM 
 

Report on Road Safety Problems Caused by the Above Proposals 

Introduction 

The above Planning Applications propose a modification to the original Outline Planning 
Permission for the school site in this location. 
 
A smaller school site plus sports fields and M.U.G.A. (Multi Use Games Area) is proposed with the 
remainder of the site being developed for 23 residential units. 
 
Fradley and Streethay Parish Council has been consulted on these two Reserved Matters 
Applications, and this Technical Note has been produced on behalf of the Parish Council, to 
address highway design and safety concerns. 
   
Report 
 
Original Masterplan – Outline Planning Permission 
 
The masterplan for the school site in the original Outline Permission was as per the extract from 
the ‘Primary School Supporting Design Statement’ document copied below: 
 

 
Original (Permitted) School Layout 
 
 
 



 
 
Current Masterplan – Reserved Matters Application 
 
The new masterplan layout for the school site, which is the layout proposed in the Reserved 
Matters Application is shown in the extract below: 
 

 
Application Proposed Layout 
 
Current Masterplan Infill Residential Area B – Reserved Matters Application 
 
In some of the layout options considered, the primary school and sports fields/play areas site 
included land that is now proposed for 23 infill residential units in the planning application 
20/01443/REMM 
 
The current proposal for this land is shown in the extract from Planning Application No. 
20/01443/REMM given below: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Area B Infill Site Layout 
 
Observations from the Various Application Masterplans 
 
One key difference between the permitted school layout and the current application proposal is 
that ALL vehicular traffic would use the proposed entrance in the north-east corner, whereas in the 
original masterplan ALL vehicular traffic would have entered/exited directly via Halifax Avenue. 
 
There has been a substantial importance placed on siting the school building at the south-western 
end of the ‘green boulevard’ on the line of a former runway. Unfortunately, with the school pupil 
entrance made to face out towards this ‘green boulevard’ this has resulted in a very unsatisfactory 
location for the pupil entrance, for reasons that will be outlined later in this note. 
 
Indeed, the removal of part of the original land earmarked for the school and sports/recreational 
facilities and proposing a residential infill site upon it, has added to the highway problems that will 
arise from the current school proposals. 
 
Highway Layout Effects Arising from Applications 20/01439/REMM & 20/01443/REMM) 
 
The current outline approval highway layout is a good example of highway design. The 
carriageway widths, footways, junction spacing, speed reduction ‘tables’ and ramped sections, are 
all very good and fully compliant with the Staffordshire County Council Design Guide. 
 

• The road fronting the two application sites is 6.7m wide with two 2m wide footways, one 
separated from the carriageway by a 3m verge 

• The bends are to Standards and the traffic calming is well thought through 

 



However, with the introduction of the School and Infill development site access proposals, 
substantial problems are introduced as set out below: 

• The introduction of the school access bell-mouth and the vehicular entrance to the Area 
B Infill Residential development are both too close to the other junctions and do not 
conform to Standards for junction spacing 

• The school access bell-mouth will conflict with 4 private driveway crossings, which is very 
unsafe and would likely be highlighted in a Road Safety Audit (RSA) 

• The school access bell-mouth and the Area B residential junction are both directly at the 
base of a ramp, so any vehicle turning left out (or left in) would have to go up the ramp 
whilst still in the process of turning. 

• The road from the ‘square’ at the south-west end of the ’green boulevard’, to the square 
serving Violet Walk, is virtually continuous private driveway crossings, therefore parents 
dropping off or collecting children would either not have any parking or would park on 
driveway crossings 

• Professional experience demonstrates that parents doing the ‘school run’ have little 
regard for private driveways etc., and regularly park across such features, causing major 
frustration for occupants of nearby property owners/occupiers 

• It would also be likely that ‘school run’ parking would occur on the road serving the 
proposed Area B infill residential site 

• The distance between the proposed school access bell-mouth and the centreline of the 
Area B infill residential site junction measures approximately 30m on the PDF drawings, 
and it should be 90m (minimum junction spacing on the same side of the road is 90m and 
45m on opposite sides) 

• The distance between the centreline of the Area B infill residential site junction and the 
junction ‘square’ serving Violet Walk is even less at approximately 22m  

• This is less than half the separation required under the Staffordshire County Council 
Design Guide and therefore the Area B infill residential site junction should not be located 
where shown 

• The ‘square’ outside the school is likely to be a hotspot for illegal parking 

 
Alternative Layout 
 
If the design criterion of having the school building as a ‘feature’ at the south-west end of the ‘green 
boulevard’ could be removed, then from a highway and school pupil access viewpoint, the site 
could be modified with the school moved westwards. 
 
This would enable the school entrance to be placed along the long straight section of carriageway 
with residential development along one side only, and therefore having much less conflict potential. 
 
With such a layout, the road could be made 3m wider, with a properly designed and marked section 
of longitudinal parking for the parent drop-off/collect vehicles. 



 
 
 
If the design objective of having the school building as a ‘feature’ at the south-west end of the 
‘green boulevard’ cannot be removed, then it would be essential to have a parent drop-off and 
collection parking facility adjacent to the school entrance. 
 
Without such a facility, the age-old problem of school-run congestion around school entrances 
would be inevitable around the entrance currently proposed. 
 
Indeed, considering the nature of the road layout adjacent to the proposed school entrance, 
exacerbated by the Area B infill residential site junction proposals, this school location and layout 
would definitely lead to severe problems. 
 
There may be an opportunity to provide an ‘off-site’ drop-off/collection facility within the Area B infill 
residential site, sacrificing a few of the 23 residential units proposed. 
 
This could be positioned along the northern boundary shared with the proposed school site, and 
thus have a dedicated pedestrian route from the parking area to the school via a dedicated security 
gate. 
 
One such option is shown in the sketch below: 
 
 
 
 



 
Off-site Parking Option 
 
 
Conclusions 
 
It is considered that the current development proposals for the primary school and the Area B infill 
residential site are deficient in the following ways: 
 

1. The siting of the primary school with its pupil entrance located as set out in the application 
documentation would lead to significant congestion and highway safety problems on the 
highway network. 

 
2. The Reserved Matters Application to change part of the original school and recreational 

space land to Area B infill residential site, would create severe congestion and highway 
safety problems on the highway network. 
 

3. The highway safety problems would initially be caused by the resultant junction spacing 
being below Staffordshire County Council Design Guide standards but be further 
exacerbated by the inevitable school run congestion that would occur on the streets 
surrounding the proposed school entrance. 
 

4. The current applications seem to have been designed as an ‘after thought’ and ignored the 
good highway layout principles of the extant Outline Planning Permission. 
 

5. There are options to resolve these problems, and two such options have been outlined: 
 

a. Rearrange the school and recreational site such that the school entrance falls along 
a much less problematical section of the local highway network with a very easy to 
implement safe street parking facility for school-run parents. 



b. If a) above cannot be achieved, then part of the Area B infill residential site should 
be modified to provide a dedicated off-site parking facility. However, this would 
have to be policed to ensure that parents used it properly and didn’t just take a 
‘lazy’ option of pulling up in front of the school gates and causing unnecessary 
congestion.  

6. In their current forms, both applications would cause highway safety/safety issues in their 
own right and together the impact would be severe. Therefore the Parish Council Objects 
to these applications pending design changes. 

 
17th November 2020 


