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Present:  
Councillors Simon Roberts (Chair), Glen Bown (Vice Chairman), Cllr David Leytham, Cllr Harry 

Warburton and Doug Pullen the leader of Lichfield District Council. 

 In Attendance:  
Clare Orme (Clerk)  

 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Alan White. 
 

2. Proposed Community Centre Streethay 

• Doug Pullen had notes from Craig Jordan Head of Development Services reporting 
directly to the Chief Executive. 

• Issues raised: 
o Wording ambiguous in relation to the S106 Agreement between LDC and 

Miller Homes. 
o Section 106 Agreement – 1.3 Upon the cessation of the approved 

Consultation Strategy, 1.3.1 – Pay to the District Council a sum of £250,000 
as payment towards the cost of the construction of the Community Facility 
prior to the first occupation of the 250th dwelling unless otherwise agreed in 
writing by the District Council; or 1.3.2 – To construct a community facility to 
this value in accordance with the approved Community Facility Scheme; and 
1.3.3 – To secure the transfer of the Community Facility to the District Council 
or such other association or body as the District Council may in writing direct 
at a nominated fee prior to first occupation of the 250th dwelling unless 
otherwise agreed in writing by the District Council. 

• £250,000 was not enough money to build the proposed Streethay Community 
Centre. This would not have been enough money, even if the £250,000 had been 
index linked. 

• To build a Community Centre could cost in the region of between £500,000 and 
£600,000. 

• The funding gap of between £250,000 and £350,000 could potentially be covered by 
CiL money but the Parish Council might need to complete a funding application form 
to claim this. Doug Pullen would be happy along with the Ward Members to support 
this route. 

• £250,000 only comes forward from the Developer if the Community Centre is built. 

• The Proposed build location and the size of the plot allocated for the project by Miller 
Homes was deemed not big enough for the requirements of the community and what 
is needed. 

• The Parish Council were disappointed that many opportunities for discussions with 
them surrounding this issue had been missed and that so much time had been 
allowed to elapse during which positive actions by LDC could have advanced the 
project. There had not been enough engagement with the Parish Council and/or the 
Developers. 

• The Parish Council were not currently happy with the proposal on the table. The 
legal obligation currently lies firmly with LDC as the owner and negotiator of the 
Section 106 agreement.  
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• The first meeting attended with LDC was positive, help and support was promised to 
the Parish Council from LDC to help lead the Parish Council through the different 
stages, by the second meeting with LDC, this had been taken away.  

• The Parish Council and residents need to know how LDC will deliver the Community 
Centre. The Residents’ Association are feeling anxious and fear they may be let 
down by LDC and their Ward representatives.  

• The Parish Council were asked by LDC to complete a further Public Consultation to 
establish what the need was for a Community Centre in Streethay, and this was 
completed by the Parish Council in May 2021. This consultation ran for 3 weeks and 
there were 240 responses. The outcome was that a larger facility was required as 
residents wanted to use the facility for so many different things. 

• It was agreed that LDC had properly identified the need for a Community Building in 
Streethay, but they got the Section 106 agreement wrong. 

• It was agreed that LDC had gotten it right at the beginning by saying a Community 
Building was needed in Streethay, but they got the Section 106 agreement wrong. 

• The Parish Council have informed residents where we are to date with this situation 
via our newsletter. 

• The proposed land for the Community Centre was discussed in relation to where the 
proposed site is at the corner of Oak Drive/Yoxall Way. 

• Land for the Retail Development had been sold to another Developer and pre 
application talks were underway with LDC the Parish Council had been led to 
believe.  

• The land for the proposed Community Centre would have been better to the front of 
the Retail Development in a more prominent place. 

• In the proposed current location, there may be room to make the Community Centre 
bigger, but this would be at the cost of a few parking spaces. Residents also want a 
little garden area for the Community Centre. 

• The new Developer could be approached to help build the Community Centre whilst 
building their retail development, but talks would need to be held quite quickly on 
this. 

• Who would manage the proposed Community Centre once built. The Parish Council 
resources could not cover this via our current staff or the precept. There would need 
to be some form of subsidy to help the Parish Council if LDC wish for the Parish 
Council to take this on.  

• There are other ventures that could take on the running of the Community Centre for 
example the Scouts Group or a Dance Club. but with this solution comes the risk of 
the organisations monopolising the facilities to the detriment of broader community 
users.  

• It could potentially be set up with the Parish Council in a supervisory capacity, with a 
management company put into place from hirers or residents to run the Community 
Centre on a day-to-day basis. There are many possible models. 

• Fradley has a Neighbourhood Plan, but Streethay does not have a Neighbourhood 
Plan. Neighbourhood Plans are normally completed by village rather than Parish. 

• Going back to the site itself, Helen Bielby will not release any money until the I’s are 
dotted and the t’s are crossed. Helen Bielby has been doing a great job so far. but 
may be working under too many constraints. 

• LDC use South Staffs for their legal support requirements. and Helen has been 
working with them to gain a clear legal interpretation of the S106 agreement. 
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Recap: 
 

1) To gather information about delivering of the project, time frames, how the shortfall will be 
funded etc. 

2) Delivery Method - is the Retail Developer interested in becoming a partner and start talks 
with LDC in liaison with the Parish Council as appropriate. If not, LDC will need take on the 
design and tender process? 

3) Management of the community centre.  
  
Actions: 
 

1) Doug Pullen to engage with Ward Members Cllr Harry Warburton, Cllr David Leytham, Cllr 
Alan White and Officers at LDC to arrange a meeting to devise a plan of action with time 
scales, and to firm up a plan. 

2) Once item 1 has been completed a further meeting will be held with the Parish Council to 
discuss further. 

3) Once 1 and 2 above have been completed, Ward Members will meet with Residents of 
Streethay and update them. 

4) Ward Councillors will contact the Residents Association to explain how things will proceed.  
The Parish Council will let the Resident’s Association know that some progress has been 
made and to expect contact from the Ward Councillors. 
 

 
Cllr Simon Roberts thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 

 


